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Israel sends aid to Cyprus 
to put out fire

At the request of the local gov-
ernment of the Republic of Cy-
prus, Israel sent two fire-extin-

guishing airplanes and 33 tones of 
fire extinguishing materials on June 
28, 2007 to assist in extinguishing 
fires that broke out in the Troodos 
Mountains.

The relief team, which included 7 
personnel, among them fire fighters 
and physicians, worked alongside local 
officials to contain the fire during the 
weekend. The team is currently on its 
way home. 

The forest fire, which broke out in 
the Troodos Mountains, threatened the 
heart of the villages, homes, churches 
and summer camps. The villages of 
Pelendri, Saitas, Trimiklini, Kato Ami-
antos and Dimes were evacuated. 

According to the Forest Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, the fire 
was caused by high tension cables of 
the Cyprus Electricity Authority.

Iraqi woman provided 
catheterization in  
Israeli hospital 

The online news media WALLA 
reported, that a 30 year old Iraqi 
woman was treated at Rambam 

Medical Center in Haifa for catheteriza-
tion in August. 

The woman’s identity could not 
be revealed due to the fact that she 
comes from one of the most danger-
ous cities in Iraq where militias could 
take revenge and harm her family who 
lives in the city.

The Iraqi woman was able to reach 
Israel with the help of “Shevet Achim” 
a Christian organization that assists 
citizens from Arab countries in the 
Middle East to be treated in Israeli 
hospitals. This program is meant to 
bridge gaps between Israel and the 
various Arab countries. 

During the catheterization which 
was preformed by Dr. Avraham Lurber, 

a hole in the heart was repaired and 
the woman was able to return to her 
family in Iraq. 

Eye-care treatment for 
South Sudanese refugees 
in Kenya

Over the past few months the 
Center for International Coop-
eration (MASHAV) at the Israeli 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has been 
in touch with the UN High Commission 
for Refugees (UNHCR) office in Nairobi 
to offer assistance to South Sudanese 
refugees at the Kakuma refugee camp 
in Northern Kenya. The Kakuma camp, 
located in Kenya about 50 kilometers 
from the Sudanese border, houses over 
75,000 people, mostly South Sudanese 
refugees. 

Dr. Yossi Baratz, MASHAV’s medical 
projects coordinator in Africa in coopera-
tion with the UNHCR set up a tempo-
rary eye clinic near the camp utilizing 
medical material purchased beforehand 
by MASHAV. The clinic served as the 
base for two Israeli ophthalmologists, 

Dr. Drora Tzarfati from Ha’Emek Medi-
cal Center in Afula and Dr. Nir Zeider 
from Rambam Medical Center in Haifa, 
who arrived for a two-week mission on 
July 2nd, 2007, to perform eye-sight 
restoring surgical procedures and treat 
ocular diseases.

Hundreds of surgical procedures are 
performed by visiting Israeli teams who 
work together with local staff, restoring 
sight to many of the patients. Israeli 
ophthalmologists also train the local 
personnel, and ophthalmologic equip-
ment and supplies are donated by the 
Government of Israel.

Israeli medical mission 
aid Peru quake victims

In August, IsraAID / FIRST Israeli medi-
cal mission provided emergency relief 
to quake victims in Peru through the 

support of B’nai B’rith International and 
the American Jewish Committee. 

The IsraAID/FIRST medical mission 
was based in the city of Cerre Azul, 
in the earthquake affected region of 
Peru. The seven member team worked 
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in cooperation with the Catholic relief 
organization, CARITAS.

On August 22nd, the team began 
working in Canneta and from there, 
branched out to various disaster sites. 
The team visited the town of Bella Vista 
and opened a medical clinic in a local 
school where 120 people were treated. 
On August 23rd, the IsraAID/FIRST 
medical team opened a field clinic in 
the village of Santa Barbara and treated 
over 150 people. Water and electric-
ity supply were badly damaged in the 
village and most of the houses in the 
area were destroyed, leaving families 
with only tents as shelter. The team also 
proceeded to Santa Cruz and opened 
the clinic in a local church where they 
treated another 120 villagers and 
distributed food and water. 

Within 48 hours of the IsraAID/FIRST 
medical team’s arrival, close to 400 
earthquake-affected men, women and 
children were provided with medical 
treatment and emergency relief. The 
team worked together with volunteers 
from the Jewish community in Lima 
who escorted the Israeli delegation 
and helped with the logistics of the 
operation including access and delivery 
of basic medical and relief supplies. 
The Jewish volunteers also assisted 
with translations and contacts to local 
officials and aid groups.

Uzbek-Israeli bilateral 
cooperation

Within the framework of the 
ongoing bilateral Uzbek-Israeli 
cooperation, MASHAV recently 

conducted a seminar on Onco-Gynecol-
ogy. Two leading Israeli specialists from 
the Rabin Medical Center, Dr. Ram 
Eitan and Dr. Yoav Peled, conducted the 
seminar during the National Conference 
on Women’s Health which took place 
in Tashkent. Over 50 gynecologists and 
oncologists, deputy heads of regional 
health care departments of Uzbekistan 
and senior Uzbek specialists in the 
field of women’s health, took part in 
the event. 

Israeli medical team brings 
Rwandan children for life 
saving operations in Israel

On August 14, 2007, the inter-
national Israeli aid organization 
Save a Child’s Heart (SACH) 

greeted the first group of children from 
Rwanda who were to be operated at 
the Wolfson Medical Center. The five 
children, who ranged from just a few 
months old to 15 years of age, landed 
in Israel accompanied by a Rwandan 
nurse as well as by two mothers.

“Rwanda represents the 28th coun-
try partnering with Save a Child’s 
Heart,” said Simon Fisher, executive 
director of SACH. 

The arrival of the children from 
Rwanda to Israel marks a new phase 
in the partnership between SACH and 
the central African country, which 
began in mid-March 2007 during an 
inaugural visit to Rwanda. The 48 hour 
introductory visit to Rwanda included 
meetings with various health officials 
who strive for the development of an 
improved health care system. 

The Israeli medical team visited the 
King Faisel Hospital in Kigali and met 
with Dr. Joseph Mucumbitsi, the head 
of the Pediatric Cardiology unit. Dr. 
Mucumbitsi had previously contacted 
SACH to request assistance from the 
organization in order to help rehabili-
tate and develop the Rwandan medical 
infrastructure as well as help to treat 
complex pediatric cardiac cases among 
the nation’s children.

During the visit to Rwanda, Dr. 
Tamir, Head of the Pediatric Cardiology 
Department at Wolfson Medical Center 
in Israel, together with Dr. Mucumbitsi, 
conducted a screening clinic for over a 
dozen children who suffer from heart 
disease requiring treatment.

Israeli doctors treat  
Iraqi patients 

AMMAN, Jordan (AP) – Israeli doctors 
screened 40 Iraqi children suf-
fering from heart disease, a rare 

case of direct cooperation between the 
Jewish state and the Arab country. 

The doctors said they hoped their 
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